
HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT AIR COMPRESSOR CONTROLLER FOR YOUR PRODUCT
So, you’re an OEM that’s spent huge amounts of time and money developing the latest and greatest air compressor, 
but there’s one thing missing – the controls.

Designing and producing your own embedded air compressor controls in-house is an option, but it’s resource-
intensive and its success is highly dependent on a number of variables – all of which are hard to get right. Also, if 
electronics isn’t your core skillset, will a controller produced in-house do your core product justice – or let it down? 

The solution? Use a trusted, experienced and reliable air compressor controls supplier. But before you sign on the 
dotted line, here’s a 5-point guide on what to consider.

IN FOCUS: OEMs

FUNCTION BEFORE FORM
1
There’s no getting away from the fact that looks sell, so using a controller that 
looks good is important. But does it do everything you need it to do? A colour 
screen may appeal to your customers, but is it IoT-ready? Has it been designed 
to withstand heavy industrial use? And is it compatible with rotary screw, rotary 
vane and piston air compressors. Don’t be seduced by looks alone. Choose an 
embedded controller that can meet the needs of your air compressor product 
today – and those of tomorrow, too.

CAN THEY GROW WITH YOU?
2
You think you’ve found the perfect embedded controls supplier for your air 
compressor. It’s fully compatible with every possible technology on the market 
and does everything you need and more. But can the manufacturer meet 
demand as you grow an international customer base? Will they ensure that the 
controls carry the different certification required in each country such as CE, UL 
and EAC? Also, when it comes to due diligence, don’t just explore the supplier’s 
product. Explore company structure, size and financial health. You need a 
supplier that’s able to deliver what you need when you need it, not one that 
risks buckling as the orders pile in. 

TAKE A LONG TERM VIEW
3
Are the components that your chosen supplier uses up to the task? And will 
you still be able to source replacement parts for your controller five years into 
your air compressor’s projected 10-year lifecycle? What about the controller’s 
software architecture? Can it be updated and evolved in line with the needs of 
your compressor, or will it quickly become out-dated – and therefore obsolete? 
When choosing your controls supplier, it’s important to establish how they can 
support your product today. However, it’s also wise to establish how they’re 
equipped to help you a decade down the line.

PRODUCTS VS. RELATIONSHIPS
4
Product suitability – check. Scalability – check. But can you work with the 
team responsible for supplying you? If you’re committed to producing an 
air compressor for the long-term, you need to build long-term relationships 
with your supplier. If you don’t think you can work with a supplier, don’t 
commit yourself to a long-term agreement. The OEM-supplier relationship 
is a partnership. As with any partnership, it needs to work. Ensure that the 
chemistry is right before taking the leap.

AGE BEFORE BEAUTY
5
Find a supplier that’s established and has a long history of doing exactly what 
you’re looking for. Sadly, some suppliers come and go. More often than not, 
really good ones don’t go anywhere. Do your homework and delve deep into 
a company’s history, pedigree and ability to deliver. Nothing says safe pair of 
hands more than a company that’s been around for decades.   

ABOUT AIRMASTER™
AIRMASTER™ is the leading international manufacturer of embedded air compressor controls for OEMs. 

It is the result of over 30 years’ commitment to the air compressor control market, the relentless pursuit of 
excellence by the CMC team and a dedication to become the pre-eminent figure in the air compressor landscape.

We can add value to your air compressors. 

Contact the team on +32 55237090 or email sales@cmcnv.com to find out how.
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